Breed Information







Forequarters

Shoulders oblique, well set back, muscular without being loaded, narrow and
cleanly defined at top. Forelegs, long and straight, bone of good substance and
quality. Elbows free and well set under shoulders. Pasterns of moderate length,
slightly sprung. Elbows, pasterns and toes inclining neither in nor out.

Body

Chest deep and capacious, providing adequate heart room. Ribs deep, well
sprung and carried well back. Flanks well cut up. Back rather long, broad and
square. Loins powerful, slightly arched.

Hindquarters

Thighs and second thighs wide and muscular, showing great propelling
power. Stifles well bent. Hocks well let down, inclining neither in nor out. Body
and hindquarters, features of ample proportions and well coupled, enabling
adequate ground to be covered when standing.

Feet

Moderate length, with compact, well knuckled toes and strong pads.

Tail

Long, set on rather low, strong at root, tapering to point, carried low, slightly
curved.

Gait/Movement
Straight, low reaching, free stride enabling the ground to be covered at great
speed. Hind-legs coming well under body giving great propulsion.

Coat
Fine and close.

Colour

Black, white, red, blue, fawn, fallow, brindle or any
of these colours broken with white.

Size

Ideal height: dogs: 71-76 cms (28-30 ins);

bitches: 69-71 cms (27-28 ins).

Faults

Any departure from the foregoing points should be
considered a fault and the seriousness with which
the fault should be regarded should be in exact
proportion to its degree and its effect upon the
health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s
ability to perform its traditional work.

Information supplied by the Kennel Club 2019













Teeth and Gums

Gently lift your greyhound’s lips. The gums should be pink. Teeth should be
white with no yellow plaque or tartar. There should be no smell.

Maintain a health mouth with chews etc. Use a soft bristle toothbrush and
canine toothpaste.

Eyes

Should be clear and
sparkling without any
discharge or redness as
this could be a sign of
infection.

Energy

Your greyhound should be
alert and ready to walk or

play.

Coat and Skin

The coat should be shiny with no evidence of
flaking skin. Check for fleas and ticks as you groom
and ensure regular worm and flea treatments.

A good brush with firm bristles and a grooming mitt
are required.
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Skeletal and Bone Structure
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Common Health Problems
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Greyhounds, in particular, are prone to
developing minor heart murmurs. This
is because they quite literally have big
hearts, and often have high blood pres-
sure. Heart murmurs in dogs are often
minor but should be monitored.
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Corns are hard bumps that form inside
the foot pads. In dogs, they almost
always occur in the breeds known as the
‘sight hounds’, a group which includes
Greyhounds. At first, a tiny dot appears
that eventually gets bigger until a corn
breaks through the pad. Corns can grow
quite large if left unchecked and feel the
same as having a pebble in your shoe.
Treatment varies depending on the site
and painfulness of the corn, but the dog
can usually continue to live an active life.

—

Greyhounds can suffer from

arthritis, which means ‘inflammation

of the joints’. There are many different
types of arthritis, such as osteoarthritis
and immunemediated arthritis. The most
common form in dogs is osteoarthritis,
which is also known as ‘degenerative
joint disease’. This type always involves
an underlying issue (wear and tear, for
example) or a specific condition (such as
cruciate rupture or hip dysplasia, which
are common in many larger breeds and
can occur in young dogs). Arthritis is an
irreversible condition but can be
successfully managed to help the dog
enjoy a good quality of life.

Gum disease occurs when some (or all)
of a tooth’s deep supporting structures
become inflamed. This begins when food,
bacteria and minerals accumulate along
the gum line, leading to the build-up of

a brown scale known as tartar. When

this undermines the gum the condition is
called gingivitis. Eventually, small spaces
can form between the gums and the teeth
creating pockets of space for bacteria to
grow, resulting in what is known as
periodontal disease. The bacteria from
infected gums can spread around the
body and damage the liver and kidneys.
This condition can be prevented by
brushing the teeth and ensuring dental
descales, helping the dog to lead a
normal, pain-free life.



Sensitivity To Anesthesia

Most sighthounds are sensitive to an-
esthesia and some other medications.
Doses of anesthesia that would be
normal for another dog around the same
size could actually kill a greyhound.
Make sure your vet is aware of the
breed’s sensitivity to anesthesia before
undergoing any kind of treatment.

EE Sensitivity To COQ

Greyhounds have little-to-no insulation
on their bodies, they simply cannot toler-
ate cold weather.

The have ultra-thin coats on top of their
skinny frames that contain almost no
body fat, so in cold weather they need to
wear a fleece or a coat when outside or
in a cold house overnight.

E Spondylosisﬂ

Spondylosis is a condition that is
characterised by the presence of bony
spurs and bridges on the bones that
form the spine of a dog (vertebrae).
Sometimes these develop in a single
spot or in several areas along the length
of the spine. These spurs can sometimes
pinch the nerves leaving the spinal cord,
causing pain. Treatment varies from

pain relief to physical therapy to surgery,
ensuring that the dog can maintain a
happy life.

Bone Cancer

All dogs can suffer from osteosarcoma, a
bone tumour. It’s mostly found in
middle-aged or elderly dogs, but can
affect a dog of any age, with larger breeds
like Greyhounds tending to develop
tumours when they are younger. While
any bone can be affected, most cases
occur in the leg bones. While surgery and
chemotherapy may extend life they won’t
actually cure the condition.

Gastric Torsion (Bloat)

A greyhound becomes bloated when a
sudden influx of gas and air enters the
stomach, causing it to expand. A bloated
dog can encounter gastric torsion when
its stomach twists in on itself, cutting off
blood flow.

Eating and drinking from a raised bowl
may help eliviate bloat.




Greyhound Books

Retired Greyhound- Carol Baby
A very good all round, no nonsense
entry level book.

AEROGREYNAMICS EARPNOTISM
OMIE GRURDLING GREYVITY

RUBBERNOZEDOZE GREYPNOSIS

Rich Skipworth’s —

GREYHOUND

GLOSSARY

? There’s probably a word for it.

That thing your Greyhound doe

ROOMIE ZOOMIE DERPGREYNG
YPLASH1

? %()UﬁD SEMAPH

Greyhound Glossary-
Richard Skipworth

A comic look at greyhound life- a
must for all seasoned owners who
enjoy a giggle at greyhound traits.

Homer the Greyhound Books-
Greyhound Trust

Colouring in and reading books aimed
at the 6+ reader. Telling the story of
Homer the greyhound and his search
for a forever home. Excellent common
sense books, perfect for teaching
children how to behave around and
look after a greyhound.




Care of the
Racing & Retired Greyhound

Jlames
raig

Desmond P. Fegan | *

Care of the Retired Racing Greyhound
A large, very in-depth graphic book for the
seasoned greyhound owner.

CYNTHIA A.

BRANIGAN ,- '

ADOPTING
THE RACING
GREYHOUND

Adopting the Racing Greyhound-
Cynthia Brannigan

An older book but still very relevant and
again a good entry level book.

wmeqmdetqthe;oysw _

“A no:

Retired Racing
Greyhounds

DUMMIES

A Reference for the Rest of Us!”

Retired Greyhounds for Dummies
A basic entry level book. OK.

Retired Greyhound- Julia Barnes
A very good all round, no nonsense
entry level book.




Breed Description

Long legged hounds of greyhound type were depicted on the walls of
Ancient Egyptian tombs and it is thought that these were the
prototype of the sighthounds. These dogs with athletic streamlined
bodies and acute sight were soon popular throughout Europe for their
hunting prowess.

The Greyhound was developed in Britain and in the Middle Ages a law
was passed stating the only royalty and nobility could hunt with
greyhounds, such was their prestige.

The Greyhound seen in the show ring is larger and heavier than the
racing track greyhound. The sport of racing greyhounds was first held
on an oval racetrack in 1926.

Hound Breed Group

Breeds originally used for hunting either by scent or by sight.

The scent hounds include the Beagle and Bloodhound and the sight
hounds such breeds as the Whippet and Greyhound.

Many of them enjoy around 40 minutes light exercise a day and can
be described as dignified, loving but trustworthy companions.

Breed Group Hound

Vulnerable Native Breed No

Size Large

How much exercise? 40mins- 1hr per day

Length of coat Short

How much grooming? Once a week
. . Supposedly sheds? Yes

Town or Country Either

Type of home Medium

Minimum Garden Size  Medium

Lifespan Over 10 Years
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